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FORT HAYS KANSAS STA TE COLLEGE
HAYS, KANSAS

67601

Vice Preside nt for Acade mic Affai rs

Tel ephone (913)

628-4241

January 3, 1977

Dr. Leland Bartholomew
Campus
Subject:

Renovation of Sheridan Coliseum Arena

Dear Leland:
I hope what follows is helpful. It is offered with helpfulness
in mind. I further hope that what I perceive to be a confused
condition regarding the renovation of Sheridan Coliseum will be
somewhat lessened becaus~ of this communication.
I have no wish
to pretend that I know much detail of efforts to ·develop a program
for the renovation of the Coliseum.
However, I became aware of
the need to take action on the project at a recent Long Range Planning
Committee meeting.
One of the items under discussion at the meeting was the capital
budget request for Fiscal Year 1979. I was left with the impression
that plans to present a program for funding consideration in FY79
were not being pursued aggressively.
I was left with a further
impression that some efforts had been expended, but there seemed
to be a problem of coming to closure on the details of a renovation
program.
I volunteered to work through the Academic Administ:r;ative
chann2ls to make certain that we were prepared to either recommend
that Sheridan Coliseum be renovated or that we abandon those plans
in favor of some other appr oach to providing facilities presently
offered b ~-; Sheridan Coliseum. My concern was founded in the belief
that faci L i ties rank only b t:h ind compensation and title .in the
lives of most members of the academic community.
The issues I saw
as pertinent can be listed as follows:

1.

The College should decide what its long-term needs are
with regard to a performa.nce thea "i_ e r ~
(I gather from
your memo of De cember 22 that at least for purposes of
the Music Department the College needs an auditorium
capable of seating 1500 people.)

2.

We need to decide and rather quickly whether we intend to
go: .
a.

· To a plan of temporary renovati on of Sheridan Coliseum
which will be step 1 in a long- '-~ e rm program of
renovation to con , :r t the Coli seum into a facility to
meet th~ College' s performing theater needs for the
forese eable future, or
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b.

A plan to convert Sheridan Coliseum temporarily but
with the intention of abandoning it in favor of a new
facility to be constru~ted at a later time.

3.

An enormous amount of work is required to develop a program
for either of these alternatives. I cannot suggest shortcuts. I believe very strongly that persons who use the
facilities, particularly specialized facilities, should
participate in the design of those facilities.
It gives
me no pleasure to recognize that literally hundreds of
man hours may be expended in the development of a program
that may never get funded.
But I cannot escape the reality
that unless we have a well-conceived and documented program,
there is no chance at all of gaining funding in support
of a performing arts facility.

4.

I have great reluctance to request time from busy ·people
to prepare a program for the renovation of Sheridan Coliseum.
The budget cycle is now in full swing. Salary and promotion
time is upon us, plus a host of other routine matters which
must be attended.
However, I must return to an item listed
above suggesting the importance of facilities to members
of the campus c o mmunity. The strength of a p :._·e ser.. tation
for renovating Sheridan Col iseum depends almost exclusively
on the people who r-vill us r.- the facility.
I can only request
that you do your best to de velop an appropriate program.

5.

As for the leadership in the development of the program as
a matter of administrative convenience I did request
Bill Thoni.p::, on to assemble persons who have knovllege of
the needs for a renovated Coliseum a nr have those persons
assist in the production of a program to be submit te d to
the chairman of the Long Range Facilities Planning Committee.
I will .be most happy to talk with you or any other interested
person about this matter at your convenience.
Sincerely yours,

Harold Eickhoff
HE/mb

